Elijah

Ch. 1
Choices, consequences and grace

Where does Elijah fit into the Bible Timeline? See handout

Time wise he is after Ruth and before Jonah.

History/politics of Israel – during the divided kingdom. 

David (highpoint) – generally united country, military power, expanded borders, man after God’s own heart.

Solomon – more powerful but moved further from God.


Kingdom divided directly after Solomon’s death.

What happened?

Start with Solomon – “Rising, Shining, Declining”

· Enhances David’s administration due to God given wisdom.

· Builds the Temple and dedicates it.  Presence of the Lord enters the Temple. Personal experience of God’s presence.

· Despite that he declines.

· Decision – marries many foreign wives 
· Against the command Deut 17v17a “He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray.” 
· How many? 1 Kings 11v1-3

· Heart – 1 Kings 11v4-6 

· Conduct – builds shrines to heathen deities on the “Mount of Offence” 1 Kings 11v7-8

Decisions have consequences: What do we see in these verses?
· God’s anger 1 Kings 11v9-10

· God’s punishment 1 Kings 11v11

· God’s mercy – 1 Kings 11v12-13 Solomon remained king (because of David), Judah (David’s tribe) kept Jerusalem (southern kingdom).  

God appoints Jeroboam (son of Nebat) to be King of Israel – by the word of Ahijah the prophet.  

Let’s see that quickly.  1 Kings 11v34-36. 
· Repeats mercy to Solomon.  
· Who will lose the kingdom? Solomon’s son.

· What will remain of David in Jerusalem? Compare to Rev 2?

· What is the reason Solomon’s son will lose the whole kingdom? Disobedience! 

Promise and conditions for Jeroboam can be seen in v37-38

· Same conditions as given to Saul/David.  Same reason kingdom being taken from Solomon’s son.

Prophetic and divine appointment.  Conditions given and a blessing guaranteed.
· It’s going to be good! Do right and God will bless him, give him security!

Rehoboam vs. Jeroboam

· Solomon dies, Israel (other than Judah) say give us an easier time.

· Elders say do it Rehoboam. 1 Kings 12v7
· Young men say – show them what you are made of 1 Kings 12v10-11



· Kingdom is lost – as prophesied 1 Kings 12v15.

· Point out division on the hand out. Ties to the table.

Jeroboam – a commoner, but a gifted man has been appointed king by God.  Received promises from God. 

· Condition – obedience.  If obedient then nothing to fear.

· What could possibly go wrong? Bigger kingdom, set up by God

· What choices could he make? Obey or not.

1 Kings 12v26-31 – Worship should still have been in Jerusalem.  Political division, but still mosaic and sacrificial law.

· What was he afraid of?

· What reason did he give the people?

· Bethel only 11 miles from Jerusalem.

· What was wrong with what he did?

· Read chapter 13-14 to see the result of Jeroboam’s disobedience.  

· 1 Kings 14v8-10

· Fulfilled in the murder of his son Nadab by Baasha.

· And so it goes.

· Plenty of warning to those who walk away from the Lord.

1 Kings 16v29-17v1v29 In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri became king over Israel; and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years. 30 Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord, more than all who were before him. 31 And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and served Baal and worshiped him. 32 Then he set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. 33 And Ahab made a wooden image. Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel who were before him. 
More wicked than those who had gone before!

Sins of Jeroboam – worshipping Jehovah but it ways that went against the second commandment and Leviticus.

He regarded that as nothing – a trivial thing/light thing.  What impact did that have on his decision making?

· Who he married – Jezebel.

· Foreign, King’s heart would be turned away.  (Prohibited nations?)
· Same trap as Solomon – no lessons learned, but worse outcome.

· David had established Jerusalem and Solomon had built the temple there. 

· Now Omri establishes Samaria and Ahab builds altars to Baal.

· First state sponsored worship of an idol.

· Consequence of nearly 60 years of worshipping Yahweh in the form of a golden calf.  Set up by Jeroboam – de-sensitised the Israelites.

Can it get worse? 

34 In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho. He laid its foundation with Abiram his firstborn, and with his youngest son Segub he set up its gates, according to the word of the Lord, which He had spoken through Joshua the son of Nun.
· What is the significance of Jericho – all these years after it had been conquered? 
· What was the word spoken through Joshua?
· Joshua 6:26 “At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath: ‘Cursed before the Lord is the one who undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho:  ‘At the cost of his firstborn son he will lay its foundations;
              at the cost of his youngest he will set up its gates.’
· Complete disregard
What are the things we as a nation, as churches and as Grace Fellowship have let slip?
Is all hope lost?  Will The Lord allow this to continue unnoticed, except for 2 children paying with their lives for their father’s sin?
Elijah Proclaims a Drought

17 And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word.”

We get no preliminaries here – no insight to Elijah’s preparation, just a name and place of birth introduction.


What is Elijah’s message?

What type of message is it?

How do you think Elijah felt coming before this powerful and wicked man with a message of judgement?

Compare this message to the one Jonah was given for Nineveh? And the reaction of the prophet?

Elijah was holding Ahab responsible for the darkness of his day - who is held responsible today?

Elijah had a direct message and a punishment to administer on behalf of God.  What message and what warning do we have?

Do we need Elijah’s in our day?

What are we calling people from and what are we calling them to?
How do we have an effective voice for Christian principles?

How do we make an effective witness for Christ?

“Witnessing is not something we do, it is something we are”  anon

“We are not Christ’s lawyers, we are His witnesses” anon

“We are the salt of the earth, not the sugar, and our ministry is truly to cleanse and not just change the taste.” Vance Havner

“It is infinitely better to have the whole world for our enemy and God for our friend, than to have the whole world for our friend and God for our enemy.” John Brown

